
August is an exciting month here at Faith Lutheran Church. As summer draws to a close, we’ll 

be kicking off a new year of Sunday School and Wednesday midweek events. There are many, many 

opportunities for you to get involved, connect with others and grow in your faith. 
 

 

Sunday education classes for children of all ages will begin a new year on August 20th. The 

education hour takes place from 9:15 until 10:15, between our two worship services so that you 

are able to attend both. Beginning Sunday School for two year old children and their parents will 

also take place during this time. Teachers for both Sunday School classes and Midweek Education 

classes will be installed during the worship services on August 14th. 

 

Also beginning on August 20th will be two Bible study opportunities for adults. You can at-

tend the 1) Sunday Lessons class, or 2) Parent to Parent, a devotion & discussion group for moms 

& dads. See the Education News insert inside this newsletter for more information. These classes 

meet during the education hour on Sunday mornings from 9:15-10:15. 

 

On August 16th, we’ll kickoff our Wednesday night activities with a Fall 

Jamboree. Wednesday night events include bible classes for children age 3 or 

older, adult bible study, choirs for adults and youth, and the craft group. There 

will be an opening worship service for all groups and classes at 6:30 pm in the 

sanctuary, centered around the Reformation theme “Thy Strong Word.”  Follow-

ing an introduction to the year, we’ll end the evening with a fun ice cream social 

on the east lawn (weather permitting). 

 

As we did last year, we’ll be offering a hamburger & hotdog meal in the basement fellow-

ship hall before opening worship on August 16th. Tickets are being sold in the church 

office for $1 per person. Please reserve your spot before August 9th so we can have enough food 

for everyone. Dinner will be served at 5:30 pm and all are welcome to attend.  

 

A new year of Hot Talks for teenagers in high school will also begin the evening of  

August 16th. High-schoolers are invited to gather in the youth room downstairs at 8:00 pm. They 

will continue to meet every Wednesday night from 8:00-9:00 pm until the season of  

Advent begins. 

 

You can look inside this newsletter, and the green Education Insert, for more details about some of 

these opportunities (and lots more) or call the church office if you have questions. We would be glad 

to help you find a way to connect with others and remain connected to Jesus. 
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Prayers 
► Health, Treatments, or Hospitalization   
Recently included in prayers:  Morgan Carver, Sue Erickson, Jack Gatewood, Marlyce Hemberger, Gayle 

Kuhlman, Sydni Sullivan, Trista Williams.  We continue our prayers for:  Dan Barber, Brittany Barnes, 

Michelle Bird, Jim Bohrer, Marge Booth, Kiley Chandler, Dan Dean, Joann Domeier, Terry Dunbar, Grace 

Eckhardt, Robert Gage, Janet Hedlund, Jim Hellwege, Quintyn Hendrich, Debbie Hohlfeld, Everett Hunt, 

Jerry Jacobsen, Janet Janssen, Bev Johnson, Ed Jungck, Betty (Gene) Kort, Kande Lindberg, Lavern Muhle-

isen, Royal Miller, Briella Kay Nissen, Craig Parnell, Elaine Petersen, Larry Reimnitz, Niesje Rossi, Deb 

Schutte, Bernard Stanley, Joel Zuellner.  
 

► In Sympathy    
We pray for Amber Hughes at the death of her mother; for Shirley Kerns at the death of her husband, 

Danny; and for Dorothy Alber at the death of her husband, Roy.  May ALL those who mourn the loss of a 

loved one be comforted in God’s resurrection promise made through His son, Jesus.  
 

► Births & Baptisms   
We give thanks with Adam & Heather Jones at the birth of a daughter. And through the waters of baptism 

we have recently welcomed these children into the family of faith:  Kayler Daniel Arneson, son of Ashley & 

Eric Arneson; and Miles Joseph Nanfito, son of Miranda & Mike Nanfito. 
 

► Marriage  
God’s blessings on the June marriage of Schyler Bohlen & Jamie McCartney. We pray for a lifetime of joy 

as they grow together with Christ at the center of their family.                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                  ********* 

 

                                                                                                                     News and Notes  
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 SCRIPTURE & SNACKS 
Our church continues to read through the entire Bible in 2017. It isn’t too late to join us on our 

journey through the daily reading of the Bible plan; even if you haven’t been reading along you 

are still welcome to come and participate in our discussions. August Scripture & Snack dates 

are scheduled for August 6, 4pm here at the church; and August 27 at 4pm we will meet at 

the home of Ron & Dusty Haase.  Everyone is invited! 

 

SERVICE/THEME BASKET AUCTION 

Once again the Chestnut Corner Bazaar will be sponsoring the Service/Theme Basket Auc-

tion.  We are looking for members of the congregation to donate a “service/talent” or “theme 

basket.”  Service ideas may include, but are not limited to: homemade meals, bread, cinna-

mon rolls, cookies, ice cream, fishing trips, bird watching, tutoring, etc.  Basket ideas can 

go on and on!  September 10 and 17 will be the days you can sign up in the forum to donate 

a talent/service or theme basket.  Then watch the October newsletter for a list of all ser-

vices/talents and baskets that will be auctioned.  Bidding will begin on October 22, in the forum and end on 

November 11, the day of the bazaar.  This year’s proceeds will b e going to the Concordia Seminary Fund.  If 

you have any questions, please contact: Lisa Bulas, 402-984-9738.  We are excited for the family of Faith to 

enrich each other with their talents! 

 

ADDRESS CHANGES 

We know that moving can be challenging at any stage of life!  But, we would encourage you to take just a 

minute and let us know of any address or telephone changes you have made or are planning to make.  If you 

are moving away from the area and need help locating a church, we can help you with that too.  And, college 

students we would be happy to have any mail sent directly to you if we have an address on file.  So thank 

you for helping to keep our information current and usable and it saves postage costs as well! 

 



 

 Just a Reminder 

                                                              More News & Notes 
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THE WEBSITE is available to be sponsored any 

month throughout the end of the year.  For a one 

month sponsorship ($40) our church’s information 

is available to more people and places than one can 

imagine!  We strive to keep it current and up-to-

date.  If you’ve not had a chance to look at it, make 

sure to check it out at www.afamilyoffaith.com, and 

then if you like what you see call the church to 

sponsor a month or more.  
 

 

 
                               

 
 

            BOOK GROUP  
          August 10, 7:00pm      

     at Dally’s Deli - South St. 

 

         Pavilion of Women  
                    by Pearl S. Buck 

 

 

Buck’s epic recounts a story of the wealthy and tra-

ditional Wu family. The story is set in late 1930s 

China where change is rapidly taking place under 

Western influence and threats from native commu-

nists and Japanese invaders Elegant and detached, 

Madame Wu orchestrates everything in the ex-

tended household of more than sixty relatives and 

servants. Cultural changes allow her new freedoms. 

She begins to read books she has never been al-

lowed to touch. When her son begins English les-

sons, she listens, and is soon learning from the for-

eigner, a free-thinking priest named Brother Andre, 

who will change her life. Few books raise so many 

questions about the nature and roles of men and 

women, about self-discipline and happiness. 

ADULT CHOIR      
If you love to sing 

then we invite you 

to be a part of 

Faith’s Adult Choir.  We meet for prac-

tice on Wednesday evenings (beginning 

August 23) at 6:30 pm for an hour.  The 

choir typically sings twice a month.  If 

we can answer questions please call the 

church. office, 402-462-5044. 

Nicaragua Mission Trip Report 

The 2017 Nicaragua mission trip was another great success.  Pastor Paul Dunbar, 

Ron Haase, and Deanna Dirks joined 17 others from Nebraska, Iowa, and Colorado 

to do God’s work in Nicaragua.  Day-long medical clinics were conducted in four 

different rural villages surrounding the town of 

Somoto, which serves as the team’s home base.  

The clinics included general medicine, dental, opti-

cal, women’s health, HIV testing and a pharmacy 

plus a children’s Bible school.  The team from the USA 

was assisted by numerous Nicaraguan doctors, dentists, 

nurses, and translators.  A record 1,718 people were  

  cared for in the four days of clinics.  Pro- 

  ceeds from various fundraising projects  

  and individual donations were used to  

  purchase 100 home water filters to clean  

  and purify their drinking water.  The  

  team delivered 39 of these filters to the village of El Pegador  

  and the remaining 61 will be delivered to other villages  

  in the next few weeks by the Somoto Fire Department in coop- 

  eration with an organization called ERSLA.  The team also  

  delivered about 150 layettes to Casa Materna (Maternity 

House) and the maternity ward at the Somoto hospital.  Numerous members from Faith have participated in 

this trip over the past nine years.  Anyone interested in this trip would be welcome (no special skills needed) 

and will make a huge impact on the lives of our brothers and sisters in Christ in Nicaragua. 

 



         Youth News 

A Note from Vicki Fisher,  

Family Life Director  

Shema Shaped Families 

The Shema is a prayer from the book 

of Deuteronomy that Jewish house-

holds say every morning and every 

evening. It’s the first prayer that Jew-

ish children learn. This section of Scripture gives 

directions for parents on how to pass on the faith 

to their children: 

 

  Attention, Israel! 
 GOD our God! GOD the one and only! 
 Love GOD, your God, with your whole heart:   
 love him with all that’s in you,  
 love him with all you’ve got! 
 Write these commandments that I’ve given you today 
 on your hearts.  
 Get them inside of you and then get them inside  
 your children.  
 Talk about them wherever you are,  
 sitting at home or walking in the street;  
 talk about them from the time   
 you get up in the morning  
 to when you fall into bed at night.  
 Tie them on your hands and foreheads  
 as a reminder;  
 inscribe them on the doorposts of your houses  
 and on your city gates.    

 (Deuteronomy 6:4-9,  The Message Bible) 

 

Parents, you’ve made a promise to God when  

you brought your children for Baptism to disciple 

your children toward spiritual maturity. Sounds 

daunting, doesn’t it? But It doesn’t have to be! 

Intentional family time dedicated to growing to-

gether spiritually helps everyone’s faith thrive. 

 

This year the theme for our education hours is 

“Thy Strong Word.” We are offering practical tools 

to help your family talk about faith as you go 

about your daily lives. 

Step 1: Parents need to be in Bible Classes as 

well. Your participation in studying the Bible is a 

model that is vital for the faith development of 

your children. You’ll be surprised at the difference 

it will make in your family and in your own spiri-

tual growth. 

Step 2: The kids need to be here. Wednesday 

classes and Sunday classes are very different in 

their content – and both hours are important to 

building the community of believers that will fol-

low your children for a lifetime. 
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Summer Sunday School  

(Preschool through 6th grade) continues through 

August 13 to create works of art based on Bible 

passages.  Kids, bring your parents because their 

assistance IS NEEDED and APPRECIATED!  

Sunday School offerings, throughout  the rest 

of the summer, will continue to go to support our 

Compassion International child, Freddy Victorio 

Sanchez Sanchez.  

                                +++++++++ 

 

  

Sunday Morning Bible Classes 

 for 7-12th grades  
meets Sunday mornings at 9:15  

in the Youth Room! 
Class leader is Vicki Fisher. 

Kids...  

End of Summer Swimming Party 
   Sunday, August 13   

    2-4pm   
  2060 E. 12th St 

 

    Hosts: Dan & Dina Michel  
              & Bruce Rundle 

For ALL 9-12th graders! 
Friends are welcome to come ! 

  Soul Patrol 7-8th Grade  
    Sunday August  27 
          6:00-8:00pm 

    at the Dierk’s home 

 10155 S. Adams Central Ave, Ayr 

 

       Nacho Night & Games  

 

 Bring your appetite and invite a friend too! 

 

 For more information call Wade Johnson, DCE at 

the church, 402-462-5044 
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“So faith comes 

from hearing, 

and hearing 

through the 

word of Christ.”   

              -- Romans 10:17 

 
 

                             August 2017 

 

 

 

   

  

       
 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 

              August Verse of the Month → 

 

                   Romans 10:17 
 

                    So faith comes from hearing,  

           and hearing through the word of Christ. 

 

God’s Word is so very powerful. It works faith in those 

who hear it. This is why God’s Word is such a central 

part of all we do as Christians. We listen to the Scrip-

tures on Sunday morning when we gather; we read 

God’s Word with our families and in groups of fellow 

members and friends; we listen for the voice of God in 

prayer. When Martin Luther reflected on the Refor-

mation, he was quick to point out, “I simply taught, 

preached, wrote God’s Word; otherwise I did noth-

ing...The Word did everything.” This month, how 

could you help spread God’s Word to others who need 

to hear it? 

              Thank You Notes 
 

THANK YOU to all those who stepped up and volun-

teered to be on the list for setting 

up and taking down tables and 

chairs. We appreciate your willing-

ness to help in this area.  We will 

be calling you as the need arises! 

 

THANK YOU to Cheryl Lorhan for caring for our in-

door and outdoor plants.  She regularly tends to and 

waters our plant life and does a great job! 

                                

THANKS TO ALL those who continue to support our 

local Food Pantry.  To date we have collected  1,184 

pounds of donations for the Pantry.  The grocery 

carts, located in the church forum and at the back of 

the church, stand ready to receive your donations of 

non-perishable food and dry goods. Thanks so much! 

           Community News 

 

     UNITED HARVEST FOOD DISTRIBUTION 

      Sat. August 19, 9:30-11:30 am 

        Annex Building at 7th & Hastings 

Open to any one needing food. Bring sacks/boxes. 
                  Volunteers are needed to help! 
 

SIMULCAST EVENT 
Beth Moore will be broadcasting a special one-day 

event on Saturday, September 16, 8:30-3:15 at 

Third City Christian Church in Grand Island..   

Ladies, this is a wonderful opportunity for fellow-

ship, worship, and learning.  Individual tickets are 

$20 (purchased thru August 15 and $25 after that 

date or reserve a table for 7 for $120/ $150 after 

August. 15). The ticket price includes snacks, bev-

erages, chocolate, and lunch. Tickets can be pur-

chased at www.thirdcitychristian.org/LPL or call 

us at 308-384-5038.  Hope to see you there! 
 

KOOL-AID DAYS – AUGUST 11-13  

Would you like to see the smile on a child’s face 

when she throws a bean bag through a big Kool-

Aid smile?  Have you ever wondered what it’s like 

to mix Kool-Aid by the gallons or could you put up 

a tent, sell tickets, or help haul equipment around 

Hastings?  If you are thinking YES, then we’d love 

for you to volunteer to help with Kool-Aid Days.  To 

VOLUNTEER go to Kool-AidDays.com/volunteers.  

We can’t wait for you to join us!!! 

 

ZION SCHOOL NOTES 

There will be open registration for Zion’s Pre-

school-8th grade on Tuesday, August 6, 12-6pm.  

Also, keep clipping those Box Tops!  The Allen’s & 

Russ’s receipts program will begin soon with re-

ceipts dated September 1, 2017.  

 

  ACLEA is holding their 9th annual    

  Golf Tournament at the Elks Country  

  Club on Sun., August 20.  Call Zion  

  for more info or to sign up. 
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We invite you to join us each Sunday! 
Worship at 8:00 AM or 10:30 AM 

Sunday Education Hour at 9:15 AM 

 

Return Service Requested 

2017 Church Council 

Chairman:  Doug Koopman          Vice Chairman:  Dan Klammer 

Treasurer:  Adam Jacobitz              Recording Secretary:  Carol Loetterle 

Board of Education: Tarin Wademan, Patty Ocker, Becky Hamik 

Board of Evangelism:  Lois Janssen, Darin Clark, Bill Henrichs 

Board of Family Life:  Jenny Sidlo, Della Bader, Melissa Schmidt 

Board of Finance: Rick & Deb Runyan, Mitch & Brenda Stocker, Ken Young,  

                                         Scott Hansen, Linda Venteicher, Jim & Doll Wiegel 

Board of Lay Ministry:  Cole Bulas, Tim Uden, Ellen Jank, Gaylen Stahl, 

                Ron Haase, Becky Schutte 

Board of Trustees:  Eileen Saathoff, Doug Ahrens, Donna Alber, Dan Michel, 

               John Thom, Jeff Grabill 

Board of Stewardship: Rick Rail, Eric Arneson, Vacant 

Staff of  

Faith Lutheran Church 
Office – 462-5044 

www.aFamilyofFaith.com 

(includes all email addresses) 

 

Paul T. Dunbar, Pastor 

462-9551 (Home) 

 

Josh Davis, Pastor 

402-705-0874 (Cell) 

 

Wade Johnson, D.C.E. 

463-8670 (Home) 

 

Vicki Fisher, D.C.E. 

462-0194 (Home) 
 

Support Staff 

 

Cindy O’Donnell, Secretary 

Deb Henkel, Bookkeeper 

Angiie Nissen, Custodian 

Our Mission Statement:  Faith Lutheran Church is the body of Christ,  
called to be the caring hands and loving voice of Christ in this world.  

 2017 
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